
 
 

 

Religious Education 
‘I must respect the opinions of others even if I disagree with them.’ 

Herbert H. Lehman 

Here at Blackawton Primary School we have designed our curriculum to meet the needs of all our pupils and inspires them to be the best they can be. We have high aspirations for 

all pupils and through our creative curriculum we teach children the core values of the school alongside the Blackawton Way. 

Our R.E Curriculum aims to deepen pupils’ knowledge about religions and to develop their religious literacy. Pupils encounter core concepts in religions and beliefs, improving 

their understanding and their ability to explore these key concepts. Our approach sets the context for open investigation of diverse religious traditions as well as non-religious 

world views. We also include and promote British values, ensuring that children are aware of their rights and responsibilities as UK citizens. Our curriculum is designed to 

encourage creativity, imagination, inquiry, debate, discussion and independence. 

 

We use the Devon Agreed Syllabus for R.E as a basis for our curriculum. The syllabus is designed to support schools in developing and delivering excellence in R.E. This is achieved 

through studying one religion at a time (systematic units), and then including thematic units which build on the learning by comparing the religions, beliefs and practices discussed. 

This teaching and learning approach of the Agreed Syllabus has 3 core elements which are woven together to provide breadth and balance within teaching and learning about 

religions and beliefs. 

These elements are: 

Making sense of beliefs – understanding what these beliefs mean within their traditions. 

Making connections – establishing relationships between these beliefs and pupil’s own lives and ways of understanding the world. 

Understanding the impact – In this element, pupils examine how and why people put their beliefs into action within their everyday lives, their communities and in their wider world.  

 

The 3 core elements which underpin the Agreed Syllabus, which has been taken into account, resulting in the following topics being selected for study: 

• Christianity 

• Hinduism 

• Islam 

• Judaism 

From the syllabus it is required that: 

Early Years Foundation Stage (Reception and where appropriate First Steps) - To prepare children for learning about a wide range of religions, this cohort focuses on the theme of 

'discovery'; this spans an understanding of who God is to Christians and the Christian celebrations of Easter and Christmas, before an exploration of special people, places and stories. 

Early links are made between the different places and stories that are special to people of different religions. Most of all, there is a focus on creating a sense of wonder and curiosity 

that carries on into their KS1 and KS2 Religious Education. 

KS1 – Christianity is studied and two other principal religions. 

KS2 – Christianity is studied and three other principal religions in some depth. 

At Blackawton we value the religious background of all members of the school community and are also fortunate that members of our local church visit us regularly to engage and 

encourage us by enriching our school values. Their many visits include re-enacting stories from the Bible (Open the Book), giving talks on the significance of different ways of life and 

to provide support throughout the year for services such as Christingle, Harvest and Remembrance. Our Religious Education curriculum is enhanced further with regular trips to places 

of worship in our local area. Pupils are also able to enhance their knowledge, understanding and skills of the curriculum through: 

• Creating memory drawings 

• Role play 

• Hot seating 

• Thought tapping 

• Freeze framing 

• Producing emotion graphs 

• Exploring poetry 

• Taking part in nature walks 

• Designing posters 



 
 

• Making memory boxes 

• Writing diary entries 

 

The children at Blackawton extend their knowledge and understanding of religions and world views, recognising their local, national and global contexts. They become encouraged 

to be curious and ask increasingly challenging questions regarding religion, faith, values and human life. Pupils learn to express their own ideas in response to the material they engage 

with and are able to give their own coherent reasons to support their ideas and views. Through their R.E. learning, pupils are given the opportunity to wonder about the world, explore 

connections between beliefs and practices studied and can reflect about life in the world today. 
 
Year Group   Autumn 1  Autumn 2   Spring 1   Spring 2  Summer 1   Summer 2  

Reception   

  

F4 - Being special – Where do we belong?  F2 – Why is Christmas special for 

Christians?  

F6 – Which stories are special 

and why? Covered 

throughout learning and 

Open the Book assemblies.  

F3 – Why is Easter special for 

Christians?  

F6 – Which stories are special 

and why? Covered 

throughout learning and 

Open the Book assemblies.  

F5 – Which paces are special and why?  

Year 1  U1.6 Who is Muslim and how do they 

live? Part 1   

U1.3 INCARNATION  

Why does Christmas matter to Christians?  

U1.6 Who is Muslim and how 

they live? Part 2   

U1.5 SALVATION   

Why does Easter matter to 

Christians?  

U1.4 GOSPEL  

What is the ‘good news’ 

Christians believe Jesus 

brings?  

U1.8 What makes some places sacred 

to believers? (Christianity & Islam)  

Year 2  U1.2 CREATION   

Who do Christians say made the world?   

U1.10 What does it mean to belong to a 

faith community? (Christianity, Judaism & 

Non-religious)   

U1.1 GOD  

What do Christians believe 

God is like?   

U1.7 Who is Jewish and how do 

they live? Part 1  

U1.7 Who is Jewish and how 

do they live? Part 2   

U1.9 How should we care for the world 

and for others, and why does it 

matter? (Christianity & Judaism)  

Year 3  L2.3 GOD/INCARNATION  

What is the ‘Trinity’ and why is it important 

for Christians?  

L2.7 What do Hindus believe God is like?  L2.8 What does it mean to be 

a Hindu in Britain today?  

L2.5 SALVATION   

Why do Christians call the day 

Jesus died ‘Good Friday’?   

L2.6 KINGDOM OF GOD  

For Christians, what was the 

impact of Pentecost?  

L2.11 How and why do people mark the 

significant events of life? (Christianity, 

Hinduism, Non-religious)  

Year 4  L2.1 CREATION/FALL  

What do Christians learn from the 

creations story?  

L2.10 How do festivals and family life show 

what matters to Jewish people?  

L2.2 PEOPLE OF GOD  

What is it like for someone to 

follow God?  

L2.9 How do festivals and worship 

show what matters to Muslims?  

L2.4 GOSPEL  

What kind of world did Jesus 

want?   

L2.12 How and why do people try to 

make the world a better 

place? (Christianity, Islam, Non-

religious)  

Year 5  U2.2 CREATION  

Creation and Science: Conflicting or 

complementary?   

U2.11 Why do some people believe in 

God and some people not? (Christianity 

and Non-religious)   

U2.7 Why do Hindus want to 

be good?  

U2.5 SALVATION   

What do Christians believe Jesus 

did to ‘save’ people?   

U2.6 KINGDOM OF GOD  

For Christians, what kind of 

king was Jesus?  

U2.12 How does faith help people when 

life gets hard? (Christianity, Hinduism & 

Non-religious)   

Year 6  U2.3 INCARNATION   

Why do Christians believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah?   

   

U2.8 What does it mean to be a Muslim 

in Britain today?  

U2.9 Why is the Torah so 

important to Jewish people?  

U2.1 GOD  

What does it mean for Christians 

that God is holy and loving?   

U2.4 GOSPEL  

How do Christians decide how 

to live? ‘What would Jesus 

do’?   

U2.10 What matters most to Humanists 

and Christians? (Christianity and 

Humanist)   

 


